§, ONE OF COMICBOOK.COM’S BEST COMICS OF 2023 (SO FAR). 2 


@. 


$3.99 US 


FLEECS 
SEELEY 
SIMPSON 


ISSUET, NOVEMBER 2023 SOBREIRO 


HTLACJE COMICS presents 


created e written by 
TONY FLEECS 


and 


TIM SEELEY 


Farmington art by 


TONY FLEECS 


with colors by 


BRAD SIMPSON 


Third Gen art by 
TIM SEELEY 


with colors by 


FELIPE SOBREIRO 


covers by 

TIM SEELEY 
TONY FLEECS 
NORM RAPMUND 
and BRIAN REBER 


FOR IMAGE COMICS 


Chief Operating Officer 
ROBERT KIRKMAN 


™ Chief Financial Officer 
ERIK LARSEN 


President 
TODD McFARLANE 


Chief Executive Officer 
MARC SILVESTRI 


Vice President 
JIM VALENTINO 


Publisher/C.C.O. 
image ERIC STEPHENSON 


LOCAL MAN #7. November 2023. Published by Image Comics, 
Inc. Office of publication: PO BOX 14457, Portland, OR 97293. 
Copyright © 2023 Tim Seeley & Tony Fleecs. All rights reserved. 
“Local Man,” its logos, and the likenesses of all characters herein 
are trademarks of Tim Seeley & Tony Fleecs, unless otherwise 
noted. “Image” and the Image Comics logos are registered 
trademarks of Image Comics, Inc. No part of this publication 
may be reproduced or transmitted, in any form or by any means 
(except for short excerpts for journalistic or review purposes), 
without the express written permission of Tim Seeley & Tony 
Fleecs, or Image Comics, Inc. All names, characters, events, 
and locales in this publication are entirely fictional. 

Any resemblance to actual persons (living or dead), events, 

or places, without satirical intent, is coincidental. Printed in 
Canada. For international rights, contact: 
foreignlicensing@imagecomics.com. 


image comics" 


PRINTED IN CANADA. 


ZZ. ‘ 
\ (tien : “ z | 


ar ee 
OY 


N Me 7 
- Ss 


V@ 
ACLURK 


“Why did you do that?” 


My friends 
said you 
jumped in 
the water. Isn't 
safe at 
night in the 
water. 


My friends tried 
to pull you out but 


then you threw 
billiard balls That wasn’t 


at them. Lge very friendly 
; at all... 


WHAT IS 
THIS? 


WHERE’S 
MY MASK? 


WHO 
ARE YOu 
PEOPLE?! 
That’s 
your name, 
isn’t it? 
WHICH ONE 
OF YOU PUSHED 
My friends > Maceer 
saw in the paper 
that you-- 


You're in the 
warm embrace of 
the Star Tribe. Here in the 
people’s woods to 
pray for the soul 


You'll Feel of America. 


better. 


None of us pushed 
you down in the river, 
we only tried to help 

you up, Crossjack. 


I’M NOT 
CROSSJACK. 


TMEAN-  LeGaLLy, 
TM... 


Your mask 
is right over 
there with your 
weapons. 


Would you 
like us to call 
you Local 
Man? 


NO, THAT'S 
STUPID... 


JACK XAVER: 
DEFENDER OF 
FARMINGTON... 


THAT'S “COOCHIE...” 


STUPID TOO, 
RIGHT? 


You are 


I GUESS a sooper 
JUST JACK? though, 
WHAT ABOUT right? 

YOU? 


YEAH, I DON’T 
MIS66, AND I’M MOST : ; 

STRONGER AND PEOPLE. , WHAT IF I ASK 
FASTER THAN QUESTIONS 
PEOPLE. Did you FIRST? 

To fe ever meet 
Cyblade? 


hs 
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The Star Tribe is here to help. 
In the House of Hearts there's 
only love, and well-wishes for 


t! Id. E i | : 
he world. Everyone is welcome I feel things 


deep, Mr. Local 
Man. So deeply 
they become F 
HOUSE OF HEARTS? my body. That's my 
1S THAT WHAT'S ALL These hearts? sooper-person 
OVER YOUR CHEST? One for every power. When I 
person I ever feel things, they 
loved. : are true. 


They just 
appear when 
the lover 
moves on. 


Once my flesh is 

covered, I think 

T'll just float up 
to heaven. 


It's why the 
Star Tribe seeks 
my teaching. 


HERE'S 

WHAT'S I'M HERE 

TRUE: DOING A FAVOR 
FOR CHIEF 
BUCHOLZ. 


THEY FOUND A 
SIXTEEN-YEAR- 
OLD GIRL. 


A REALLY 
GOOD 
SWIMMER. 


FOUND HER 
DROWNED ON 
DRY LAND. 


You Know 
the Star Tribe 
didn’t hurt 
that girl. 


YOU WELCOME 


he I WANT TO KNOW 


IF YOU WELCOMED 
A CHILD MURDERER 
TO YOUR CAMP. 


Your power tells 
you things like mine. 
It tells you when 
something’s right. 


You heard a voice 
out there at the 
river, didn’t you? 


I think that voice 
is your power. It's not 
just for cue balls and 

croquet mallets. 


It tells you 
what's right. 


And you Know 
there's something not 
quite right about 
Chief Buchoiz. 


I’M NOT ASKING 
YOU TO SOLVE THIS 
THING. IN FACT-- 


Your power wants 
you to find your own 
IF YOU GO POKING justice, your way, 
AROUND IN ANY PART doesn't it? 
OF THIS BESIDES 
THESE HIPPIES... 


we TLL LOCK 
YOU UP 
MYSELF. 


...There's always 
room in the House 
of Hearts for you. 


Follow 
ie: 


Be sooper 
in a new way. 


And if it’s too 
much, if you need 
anyone besides 
your loyal compan- 
ion there... 


COOCHIE. 
SHIT, MAN. 


THAT WAS 
BEAUTIFUL. 
THAT'S WHERE 
THOSE HEARTS 
CAME FROM? 


I DIDN'T KNOW 
YOU WERE A, 
WHATEVER YOU 
CALL IT, A 
SOOPER-- 


“WE JUST SERVED THAT NARC A 
HEROIC DOSE OF PS/ILOCYGIN.” 


THERE’S ONE OF 
THESE FOR EVERY- 
BODY WHOSE ASS I 
ATE AT COACHELLA 

2012. 


rwascone 


GO UP TO THE 
KITCHEN AND 
GRAB ME SOME 
MORE TEA. 


C'MON, PEP. 
I'M GONNA FOLLOW 
MY OWN VOICE. 


MIGHT BE 
A CLUE... 


Inga Johanning Cell 


What R U doing? 


Jack Xaver 


é 


. More superheroing already? 
Boy, when it rains it pours. 


{nga Johanning Cell : Si, 
Well, if you can wrap it up quickly... 


Brian is still at the station and the kids 
are sound asleep. 


I’ve got something here for you... 


SS 


Inga Johanning Cell 


a I’ve got something here for you... 


a 


INGA SAYS 
YOU'RE TRYING TO 
GET YOUR SHIT 


TOGETHER. 
eae ¢ ~~ YES, OF 
GOOD Guy. ff > COURSE I’M 
STILL FOLLOW- 
ING MY OWN 
VOICE, PEP. 


I JUST GOTTA 
TAKE CARE OF 
ONE... 


CARMIE! 
IT'S LATE! 
YOU'RE 
SUPPOSED 
TO BE 
SLEEPING. 


NO, NO 
HONEY. I'M 
JUST BUSY. 


THE BAKERY AND ee 
THE FUTURE FORUM, Yr 
AND ALL THOSE 
YOUNG BUSINESS 
LEADERS AND 
Y'KNOW... 


I KNOW. 
BUT I CAN'T 
FALL ASLEEP... 


YOU'VE BEEN 
ACTING WEIRD 
ALL NIGHT. 


ARE YOu 
SCARED OF 
SOMETHING? 


I'M JUST 
DEALING WITH 
A LOT OF ADULT 
PRESSURE 
I6 ALL. 


BUT 
THIS'LL ALL BE 
OVER SOON, 
OKAY? 
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CRAIG 
MASSEN? 


/ + DON.. 
IT'S NOT 
CROSSIACK SAL ME 
Now. LOCAL MAN, 
j I GUESS? 


LOOK AT \ 
YOUR LITTLE 


YOU WALKED 


HERE? 


MY DAD'S 
AT WORK. MY 
MOM I6... 


oA 
FRIEND’S. 


HOW DO YOU 
KNOW I KNOW 
MACKENZIE? 


YOU'RE BOTH 
ON THAT 
POSTER... 


MIT YN LILY 


ARE YOUR 
PARENTS 


I WAS WONDERING 
IF I COULD ASK YOU 
SOME QUESTIONS 
ABOUT MACKENZ/E 
CHENG. 


YOU WERE 
ON THE NEWS 


ALOT. 
YOU SOLVED 


THE MURDER OF 
THAT BLUE SUPER- 
VILLAIN Guy. 


PAUSE IN HIS VOICE. 


HEY, | CAN SEE 
MY THOUGHTS! 


HE'S TOO YOUNG. SHOULD 
TELL HIM HORRIBLE THINGS. 


NOT EVEN PUBLIC YET. 


BUT THAT FACE. AVERTING 
EYES. FAMILIAR LOOK... 


mW SHE WAS 
SHE'S CRAIG. A |i ae STRESSED 
DEAD, CRAIG. WHAT y Pas OUT. 
SOMEONE... HAPPENED? A lil) 
AND NOT 
¢ JUST ABOUT 
SOMEONE h 0 THE FUTURE 
KILLED mm FORUM. HE'S 
HER. Wis BEEN HEARING 
mii VOICES. LIKE... 


I HEARD 


f 
A SONG! 6HE WANTED 


A RIDE TO WHERE 
SHE SAID IT WAS 
COMING FROM. 


AND I MEAN, IT 
WAG IN THE MIDDLE 
OF NOWHERE, LIKE 

ON THE EDGE OF 
TOWN. 


NO WAY YOU 

COULD HEAR 

IT FROM HER 
HOUSE. 


SHE DOESN'T 
HAVE A CAR, 
AND I HAVE MY 
MOM'S SO... 


AND I 
THOUGHT... 
I THOUGHT MAYBE 
IF EVERYONE WAS 
WORRIED ABOUT HER 
MENTAL HEALTH AGAIN, 
I COULD, Y'KNOW... 


GET HER 
SPOT. 


SHE HEARD 
VOICES BEFORE, 
Y'KNOW. 
REALLY 
FREAKED HER 
PARENTS 
OUT. 


BUT 
SHE WAS ON 
MEDICINE. 


60 THIS, 

IT WAS WEIRD. 
AND I SHOULDN'T 
HAVE GONE 
ALONG WITH IT, 
BUT... 


GHE WAS 
MRS. JOHANNING- 
BUCHOLZ'S FANORITE. 
ALWAYS GOT TO GO 
EVERYWHERE 
WITH HER. 


INGA TOLD 
HER SHE'D HAVE 
OPPORTUNITIES 

FOR HER. 


SHE'S LIKE, 
THE FACE OF 
THE FUTURE 
FORUM. 


IT'S HARD, OKAY? 
I GOT A MOM IN 
REHAB, AND A DAD 
WHO SPENDS ALL 
OUR MONEY ON 
BOOZE. 


YOU CAN 
HOLD MY 
IT'S NOT ae 
LIKE THERE'S A 
LOT OF OPPOR- 
TUNITIES AROUND 
HERE! 


YOU'RE 
GOING TO 
TAKE ME TO 
WHERE YOU 
TOOK HER, 
CRAIG. 


SEEMS LIKE 
WE WERE JUST 
ON THE PORCH. 


SHE WALKED 
STRAIGHT OUT 
INTO THAT 
FIELD. 


ARE you 
OKAY? 


WAS THAT WEIRD? 
KIND OF LOUD. 
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COULD MISS SOME- 
THING. NO, I'M THE 
CAN'T M/SS KID, 


MACKENZIE HEARD 
A SONG. I HEARD fh 
A SONG. Spey 


MAYBE I JUST 
HAVE TO LOOK. ed 


~ WAVE TO LOOK. [& 


BUT NOT AT THAT. | ns 
LOOK FOR THE 
% ; SONG OF WATER, 


’ 3s : A SOUND LIKE SWWSH 


BLURRB 


THERE! 
“BLRRBL/” 


BLLRRB BIRRBI 


e 


THE HELL'D I HIT-- 7 


OF THE SONG. 


; SOMEWHERE OUT 
. IN THE DARK. 
THERE. THE SINGER 


NOT ENOUGH TO . MY POWER 
DROWN A PERSON. WANTS ME TO FIND 
OVERFLOW DRAINAGE. j MY OWN JUSTICE, 


FROM SOMEWHERE 
WITHOUT A CONNECTION 
TO A SEWER LINE. 


IN , 
AN Z A\\\ | ; ! r He 
re A MY POWER 


y SO ed ANSWERS 
BLIRRB BIRR QUESTIONS. 


"HOW DO I USE 
THIS WEAPON?” 


"HOW DO I MAKE IT HIT WHERE 
I NEED IT TO HIT? HOW HARD, 
WHICH DIRECTION?” 


"WHY CAN'T I TAKE MY ARM OFF 
WHEN I SLEEP ON MY SIDE SO 
IT'S ACTUALLY COMFORTABLE?” 


"DOES THE VOICE IN MY HEAD 
SOUND LIKE THE ONE THAT 
COMES OUT OF MY MOUTH?” 


MY POWER. 
CHOW HARD, WHICH 
DIRECTION?) 


IT'S NOT JUST FOR 
CUE BALLS AND 
CROQUET MALLETS. 


FOLLOW 
MY VOICE... & 


THIS PLACE < 
1S SINGING 


I’M NOT ASKING 
YOU TO SOLVE 


THIS THING. 
WATER. NO. NOT WATER. 
IN FACT-- 


IF YOU GO POKING 


Z AROUND IN ANY PART 
OF THIS BESIDES THESE 
THE CAN'T MISS KID. HIPPIES, I'LL LOCK YOU 


UP MYSELF. 


I'M A DETECTIVE. 
6 i 


WHAT'S THE 
WORD? 


MEAT CANDLE? 
BEEF WAX? 
TALLOW. 


CAN'T MISS KID. 


I USED To BE 
A SUPERHERO... 


/ 


EN 
RZ in VAS 


WUT 
NW) 
ie 


THERE’S 
NO SIGN... 


\ Nal 


wey . 
77 mm is Wu 


INGA. WE 
HAVE TO 


Tse IT'S ABOUT 


MACKENZIE 


Y IS EVERV- 
] THING OK AT Smee 
THE STATION? 


LIKE YOU 
ALWAYS GAY, 
"WHEN IT RAINS, 


IT POURS." WHAT ABOUT 


MACKENZIE 
CHENG? 
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YOU USED TO BE 
SUPERHEROES TOO... & 


hit 
KING BEE. 
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I WAS 
SUPPOSED 


TO BE ONE 
OF YOU. 


1 ear TAT IN rv 

UNTIL I GOT SENT UP LIN) \\ 
TO THE BIG LEAGUES. nee ee KA} 
Bi: y 


|] BUT NOW I KNOW ME. I'M A DETECTIVE ON THE 
Py] HUNT FOR A MURDERER, AND MY POWERS WiLL [| 
} LEAD ME TO THE KILLER. THEY ALWAYS DO. : 


NYA 'M GONNA GET Justice Jn 
FOR MACKENZIE CHENG: 


BUI 


mH AND I'M GOING TO GET 
WEA (JUSTICE FOR YOU T-- 


SNR FoR youT-- | 
Wr 


BLAH, BLAH, BLAH 366 


Feeling a little sad and self- 
reflective this month. I’m writing 
this as the whole comics industry 
is sharing their memories of the 
great Keith Giffen (who's 
Trencher/Images of Shadowhawk 
runs are essential early Image 
reading). Two weeks ago, our 
friend Tone Rodriguez lost his 
beloved wife April to cancer. And 
father time, being undefeated; we 
lost an integral part of team Local 
Man last month too, just as we 
were sending issue six to print. 


If you're the kind of person who 
pays attention to artists and their 
styles, you might've noticed that 
Local Man looks different from my 
previous, more cartoony work. 
That’s because I’m following in the 
footsteps of my grim and gritty, 
crime comics forbearers and... 
tracing photos. 


STRAY DOGS 

Tony's Image Comics hit about 
dogs, murder, and memory. This is 
the one where he showed us all he 
could do more than My Little Pony. 
Part noir, part horror, part Don Bluth. 
Co-created and drawn by Trish 
Forstner with colors by Local Man’s 
own Brad Simpson! 


REVIVAL 

Tim's horrornoir about his own 
hometown, and what happens when 
the dead come back to life there. It's 
weird, dark, and kinda personal. 
Co-created and with art by the great 
Mike Norton. 


HACK/SLASH: BACK TO SCHOOL 
Tim's long running slasher comic 
about horror hunters Cassie Hack 
and Vlad returns with an untold tale 
and critically acclaimed cartoonist 
ZOE THOROGOOD at the bloody 
helm! A completely new chapter in 
the beloved, long-running series 
that's perfect for new readers and old 
fans alike, just in time for Halloween. 


| wanted the Farmington stuff in 
this book to have a certain realistic 
look-- and | knew the fastest way 
for me to achieve that look was to 
take just a ton of photo reference. 


| cast friends in all the roles. Jack 
is played by my friend Colin, the 
model for his dad is my buddy 
Mark Kelly (who played Dale on 
Mad Men), the DRVR driver is one 
of my best friends Nick Simon. 


And the role of Pepper was played 
by Nick’s dog Charlie. 


Here’s Nick’s Facebook post: 
“Today we lost Charlie Simon. 13 
1/2 years old. He came into 
Lindsay and my life when we were 
engaged. He made us a family and 
was even with us at our wedding. 
He was my best friend. He loved 
mouth kisses and sleeping next to 
the kids - sometimes biting them. 
But mostly he loved car rides. And 


LOADED BIBLE 

A series that ONLY Image would 
publish, about a clone of Jesus who 
fights vampires and an authoritarian 
theocracy in the future, conceived of 
by Tim and his brother Steve. Yeah, 
Eric Stephenson is still Tim's hero for 
picking this up. 


HEXWARE 

Tim's other new Image series with 
artist Zulema Scotto, featuring a 
housemaid android who BUYS a 
soul for the Devil. It's on sale now! 


DIE! DIE! DIE! 

Criminally underrated  sci-fi/ac- 
tion/political satire from Robert 
Kirkman and Chris Burnham. 
Possibly the craziest, most frenzied 
art of Burnham’s whole crazy, 
frenzied career. Read it all in 2 TPBs. 


LOVE EVERLASTING 

A romance comic by our friends 
Tom King and Elsa Charretier. But, | 
mean, sort of a romance. More of a 
horror really. See, you really can do 
anything you want at Image! 


| guess all of those things equally. 
| love you. | will miss you forever.” 
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Thanks to the Simons for sharing 
Charlie with us. And also, sorry to 
the Simons for running this 
obituary in such an explicit issue. 


-Tony Fleecs 


INFIDEL 

A pretty terrifying horror comic by 
our friends Aaron Campbell and 
Pornsak Pichetshote. This thing is 
usually on lists of greatest horror 
Stories ever. 


DUTCH 

From the combustible creative team 
of Joe Casey and Nathan Fox—Chap 
Yaep’s iconic, golden era Image 
Comics character—Dutch—s back 
in action. It’s been thirty years since 
he served as the ultimate superhero 
soldier. Now his new life is shattered 
by an old enemy from the past. 


BURNOUTS 

Back before the pandemic, our 
buddy Dennis Culver (Unstoppable 
Doom Patrol,) co-created this 
X-Files meets Half Baked thriller. 
Have your shop order the TPB if you 
missed it. Stoners v. space invaders! 


NEXT MONTH: 

In 30 days: Things get somehow 
even more fucked. (But without all 
the buttholes.) 
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ee “What do you get when you crossbreed 
Silence of the Lambs with All Dogs Go to 
Heaven? Well, you get Stray Dogs.” 


A\Y FORBES 


Si “The most wickedly cool new 


comic I've seen in a long while. 
Dark, inventive and utterly 
delightful.” 


JASON AARON 


SVOU AVATS 


“A terrific debut. Like Disney meets 
Psycho. Something that takes elements 
that should not work together and, by 
force of great storytelling, makes them do 
— opRicvtt so in the most twisted, fantastic way.” 


0 
ER SIMPS 

ECS pORSTNER 

FLEEC 


SCOTT SNYDER 


“STRAY DOGS is one of the best ideas 
I've ever heard, made all the better by 
flawless execution and a mastery 
of tone. My new favorite book.” 


KYLE HIGGINS 


“STRAY DOGS manages to somehow 
be a convincing collision between 10] 
Dalmatians and CRIMINAL. 
Noir, charming and a really great take 
COLLECTS STRAY DOGS #1-5 | $16.99 US on quasi-real dog psychology. 
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T+'s been six months since my 
superhero boyfriend dumped 
me and left town. 5 


, ——. 


Six months since L decided L'd save 
Farmington, Wisconsin without him. 


lh 


In that time, he's been 
raiding evil compounds 
and fighting aliens. 


Z saw on the internet this morning 
that he infiltrated the Faceless Horde 
to rescue Third Gen's billionaire owner. 


8 


And in that time, L... well... 


L've been doing stuff, okay!? 
z yy 


Lots of stuff You just can'y save a town 
overnighY is all. You have to have a plan. 
A couple of ‘em. 


A YOUNG 
POLITICIAN 
FOR A NEW 
————————————— ERA! 4 WE DON'T 
SESS < REALLY RUN 


t Sie (aes en 
ie Cae 4) 
VE TE eINSaRtA 
eae 


FOR THE JOB 
HERE, SEE. WE 
ALL JUST TAKE P 


T'LL CHANGE THE HW 

STATE SONG TO ae 

BUSH'S "EVERY- Sa 
THING ZEN!” 


Plan 2: L decided +o start a little smaller, But no one good showed up. Pooayl Ze 


and throw a job fair. 


LET'S BRING 
INNOVATION! 
PRIDE! 


AND SOME 
OF THAT HOT 
CAPITALISM! 


——. | 
eS at py 
[Rebus mmoereD eons 

This Yown is sick, dying a little every day. —=— 
Least free 
aR 

7) eae 
us % 


i 
Nh: 


| And while Tack Kaver is of f somewhere living it up, the 
price of trying +o do good my way is leaving me empty. 


WHEN I SAID GET 


A OFF THE COUCH, I MEANT 


RIDE A BIKE OR MOW 
THE LAWN, NOT PLAY 
A FRIGGIN' JESUS. 


THANKS 
MOM. 


And maybe this is why. 


IF LEVER 
SEEN ONE. 


HOWDY, INGA, 
HAVEN’T SEEN 
YA SINCE... 


Y'KNOW, IT'S 
TOO BAD. 


I ALWAYS ; 
LIKED HAVING 
YA AROUND. 


MI6S YOU AND DOIN’ 
LILA TOO. FAN OF THE 
BEEF SHACK, 


I JUST 
STILL WHICH I6 MORE COME FOR THE 
HEALTHY. . N' I CAN SAY FOR CONVERSATION 
\. ANYBODY HERE. 


OH, I REMEMBER IF EVERYONE 
DINNER AT THE — AND THAT ' ATE LIKE YOU Guys, 
XAVERS’. FRESH BREAD! , THEY'D HAVE ENOUGH 
VEGGIES, AND ENERGY TO SAVE 

EGGS. THEMSELVES. 


I'M GOING 
TO START A 
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